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President’s Welcome
Simon Brackett

Greetings National Guard Association of Michigan members, guests, 
and families. On behalf of the NGAM Board and our volunteers, 

we are honored to have you joining us at our 2023 Annual 
Conference and Business meeting. This upcoming year will 
be a critical endeavor as we continue preparing to host both 
the EANGUS & NGAUS National Conferences right here in 
Detroit in 2024. Now, more than ever, we need your continued 
support as we are undertaking the busiest year in our state 

association’s history. 

This past year was a record setting one as Michigan, in 
partnership with Habitat for Humanity, led the way as the #1 

charitable organization in the nation for veteran homes repairs and 
rebuild. In 2022, our Veteran’s Support Grants have provided $449,000 of 

support to 26 veterans across the state which unencumbered many heroes from overwhelming 
financial debts & burdening housing conditions. In 2022, we passed the $2M mark in charitable 
donations to Michigan Veteran Families. The team undertook multiple legislative efforts with 
our Senators & Representatives and made significant progress on items such as “TriCare for 
All”, “Spousal Tuition Assistance (MINGSTAP)”, Selfridge Air Force Base, and even potentially 
new operational combat equipment.  On top of that, our Executive Director worked closely with 
various academic institutions to establish long-term scholarships which are reserved entirely for 
NGAM members and/or spouses. The progress this team has made over such a short timeframe 
is absolutely incredible.  

This year we need all hands-on-deck. If you have the time, desire, or even just the curiosity 
to help continue this exceptional progress, please let us know. Not only are we preparing 
for something amazing in 2024 by hosting the two National Conferences, but we are also 
developing NGAM into a fully engaged, actionable, and well-respected organization. We have 
some fantastic opportunities to help you develop both personally and professionally. Thank you 
for your continued support and for sharing your time with us.

Simon F. Brackett

President, NGAM



Mary and Ron Lamparter, 
DC3S, are honored to support 
the National Guard Association 
of Michigan’s 54 by ‘24 Initiative.  

The National Guard Association of Michigan (NGAM) is taking on a new 
challenge. Their goal by the 2024 NGAUS conference is to raise enough money 
to provide one service dog for one Veteran in each of the 54 States, 
Territories and the District of Columbia. This initiative will raise aware-
ness and provide solutions for National Guard Veterans suffering with 
mental health issues, and specifically those suffering from PTSD.

Because of the unique challenges National Guard members face as a 
predominately part-time force, many service members face stressors in both 
their military and civilian capacity which has produced the highest suicide rate 
among all branches of service. Evidence shows that a service dog enables their 
recipient to reduce medications, alleviates sleep deprivation and nightmares, 
lowers PTSD symptomology, reduces depression and allows increased social 
interaction with family as well as in the public.  

Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs is a 501c3 organization and is honored 
to partner with NGAM in support of all National Guardsmen. Over the last 11 
years, almost 400 dogs in 29 states have been paired and not a single recipient 
of a Guardian Angels dog has succumbed to suicidal ideations. However, it 
costs $25,000 to raise and train a service dog for up to two years. Guardian 
Angels donates those dogs at no cost to a Veteran in need. The 54 by 
‘24 program is critical to helping National Guard Veterans across the country 
regain their life and find a new normal.

Please join the 54 by ‘24 program by donating here: 
www.ngam.org/54-by-24

Find out more about Guardian Angels at www.medicalservicedogs.org
For more information, please contact:

Mary Lamparter           Jeff Frisby
Regional Coordinator, Michigan            Executive Director
Guardian Angels Medical Service Dogs          National Guard Association of Michigan
marylamparter@gmail.com             jfrisby@ngam.org 
586-567-1150             501-425-0834
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Welcome Let ter from Paul Rogers
I write to you as a fellow lifetime member of the National Guard Association of Michigan and to 
welcome you to the 66th Annual NGAM conference. 

Thank you for your support and participation in our state’s professional association. NGAM represents 
10,500 members of the Michigan National Guard. It works to provide professional development to 
its members and to secure critical state and federal funding for world-class training, resources, and 
facilities.  

The past year is defined by the selfless service and exceptional accomplishments of the members 
of this organization. NGAM testified before the State legislative committee for the expansion of the 
Michigan National Guard State Tuition Assistance Program to spouses and dependents. This benefit 
is critical in providing our Service member families with the opportunities and resources necessary 
to meet their career goals. Additionally, the Veteran Support Grant (VSG) provided over $500,000 to 
service members and veterans in need. I thank each contributor who enabled NGAM’s advocacy and 
mission success.   

We are excited that Michigan is the first state selected to host both the Enlisted Association of the 
National Guard of the United States (EANGUS) and the National Guard Association of the United 
States (NGAUS) annual conferences in the same year.  I appreciate your continued support and 
volunteerism to plan and execute Motor City 2024 in Detroit. You are imperative to ensure both 
conferences are a success. Motor City 2024 is an exceptional opportunity to highlight the resurgence 
of Detroit and the unique defense capabilities of our state to the leadership of the National Guard, US 
Army, US Air Force and potentially the 2024 Presidential Nominees.  

In the coming years, the Army and Air National Guard need your voice to ensure we receive the 
cutting-edge technologies and modern equipment to defend our nation and the homeland. The next 
year is critical in securing a replacement fighter mission for our A-10s at the 127th Wing, Selfridge 
Air National Guard Base. Additionally, we need state legislator support to update the runway and 
facilities at Selfridge to enhance the capabilities at the National All-Domain Warfighting Center. Finally, 
we need to ensure that future Army force-structure decisions are aligned with the joint all-domain 
training environment the NADWC offers.  

I plan to visit with all our vendors and partners supporting the association. Their unwavering support 
and advocacy help us attain our goals. I encourage you to reach out to fellow MING teammates who 
have yet to realize the professional development opportunity this conference affords. They don’t 
know unless you tell them.

Thank you for attending this year’s conference, and we look forward to your continued advocacy and 
participation in the upcoming year.    
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THURSDAY, 18 May 

1130–1300 | Iridescence 
Senior Leadership Lunch (By Invite Only) 

1300–1500 | Board Room
NGAM Executive Council Meeting

1600–1900 | Sound Board Foyer 
Conference Registration Open 

1600–1800 | Sound Board Foyer
Exhibitor Registration Open

1800–2000 | Amnesia
Exhibitor Social (By Invite Only) 

 
FRIDAY, 19 May
0800–1600 | MCC 1-4 

Conference Exhibitor Set-Up

0800–1800 | Sound Board Foyer
Conference Registration Open

0900–1300 | MGM Grand, Top Golf Suite 
NGAM Partners Cup Golf Tournament 

1730–1800 | MCC 1-4
Exhibitor Hall Ribbon Cutting
Presidents Welcome 

SATURDAY, 20 May

0700–1000 | Sound Board Foyer 
Registration Open

0800–1700 | MCC 1-4
Exhibitor Hall Open

0800–0900 | Sound Board Foyer 
Business Session

0900–1015 | Sound Board Foyer
Annual Meeting/Professional Development  

1015–1045 | MCC 1-4
Break

1030–0230 | Detroit Institute of the Arts
NGAM Spouses Event (Buses depart outside Sound Board)

1045–1200 | Sound Board
Annual Meeting/Professional Development

1200–1330 | MCC 1-4
Lunch/Exhibitor Engagement

1330–1430 | Sound Board
Annual Meeting/Professional Development

1430–1455 | MCC 1-4
Break

1500–1630 | Sound Board
Annual Meeting/Professional Development

SUNDAY, 21 May
0800–0900 | Conveyor Room

Retiree and Past President Breakfast

0900–1400 | TBD
Veterans Support Grant Volunteers Day w/        
Habitat for Humanity (Lunch and drinks are provided)

1100 | Hotel Lobby
Final Checkout / Travel Home

Agenda

Attire for the business session: 
    Business casual.

Attire for all afternoon events:   
    Appropriate civilian clothing.

Attire for the Veterans Support 
Grant Volunteer Day: 
    Yard work appropriate clothing.

Event Attire

Hospitality Room
Join us!Join us!

1800–2300 | Amnesia Hospitality Room
Join us!Join us!

1700–2300 | Amnesia

Raffle & Prize
Presentations



The S3 SkillBridge Internship Program provides service members with the opportunity to gain civilian work experience and bridge the gap 
between the end of their service and the start of a new career. S3 is a global IT staffing agency that partners with global customers to 
provide IT talent. The program is open to all, regardless of experience, and offers an exciting opportunity to start a new career in staffing, 
recruiting, and help others find a job. 

Charter Partner

Interested in learning more?  
Click here or Scan QR Code!

BUILD A CAREER, NOT JUST A JOB

S3 WANTS YOU!

Strategic Staffing Solutions (S3) is a woman-owned, global IT 
consulting and business services corporation that delivers staff 
augmentation, managed services, total workforce management 
programs, and direct hire recruiting with industry expertise 
in financial services, energy and utilities, oil, healthcare, 
and insurance. S3’s Consultants are placed with Customers 
throughout the U.S., Europe, and the Americas. Founded in 
Detroit, MI in 1990, S3 has reported consistent growth and profit 
every year and carries zero debt. Since 2000, it has donated more 
than $44 million to charities and community organizations around 

the world. We have a robust military veteran hiring program and 
are committed to their growth. Hiring veterans isn’t only the right 
thing to do. Military veterans have the soft skills that make them 
attractive to any company would desire. Approximately 30% of 
our overhead team is a military veteran or military spouse, and 
many of them are still in their first post-military job! Why not join 
a company who values your skills? The S3 SkillBridge Internship 
Program provides service members with the opportunity to gain 
civilian work experience and bridge the gap between the end of 
their service and the start of a new career. 

StrategicStaff.com/Veterans
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Keynote Speaker 
Carol Borden

          Carol Borden is the daughter of a disabled Korean War veteran and the mother of a 
disabled Iraq/Afghanistan veteran. 

The events throughout her life prepared her for creating what is now 
one of the largest service dog organizations in the US. In addition to 
managing big box stores for several years, she has logged nearly 60 
years training dogs to include national competitions, training a dog for 
a movie, training the #1 Service Dog in the US and the first service dog 
to ever become the Top American Dog Hero. 

Her expertise and accomplishments are acknowledged by numerous 
national awards from various industries including being named the 

Corporate Pet Industry Woman of the Year, national awards for her 
organization’s work under her leadership in mental health and suicide 

prevention, and the top award from the Department of Labor among others. 

Service dogs trained under her college accredited/VA approved curriculums 
have been accepted to work inside the Pentagon and other DOD facilities for 

disabled staff members. She is often invited to be a Keynote speaker, she is an industry 
expert teaching service dog laws to judicial systems, attorneys, businesses, and has been called on multiple times 
as an expert consultant for service dog bills in multiple states that have passed into law. She has also advised 
airports such as Tampa International and Gainesville Regional Airport in redesigning their service dog relief areas. 
She co-authored a research article with Princeton University which was peer reviewed and published. In addition, 
she has also Founded the Borden Veterinary Hospital and the Borden Institute of Higher Learning. 
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PARTNERS IN PATRIOTISM AND EXHIBITORS
 Three Star Sponsor

Columbia Southern University
High quality, low tuition, and completely online degree 
programs. Enjoy the convenience and flexibility of earning 
your degree online, textbooks included. Enjoy the 
convenience and flexibility of earning your degree online 
from the comfort of your own home with Columbia 
Southern University.

CSU also offers all active students and alumni customized 
career resources so you can find the best options for your 
career-related goals.

Giving our students the flexibility they need to fit 
education into their busy schedules is at the core of our 
mission. Our courses are designed to accommodate 
working professionals, moms, dads, and anyone else who is 
balancing school with other life commitments.

Our experts and professors will help to ensure that 
you are successful while providing a challenging learning 
experience. While earning your degree online with CSU, 
you gain the real-world knowledge and skills needed to 
advance your career and tap into your potential.

Three Star Sponsor

Strategic Staffing Solutions (S3)
At S3, we know that military veterans and their spouses 
are among the best and brightest thinkers. They adapt 
easily, build solid relationships, and have strong ethics. 
Above all, they are loyal.

It is in this spirit that Strategic Staffing Solutions pledges 
to continue hiring veterans and their spouses to play key 
roles within the S3 corporation and with its customers, 
and to continue our support of veteran-owned and 
service-disabled veteran-owned businesses. S3 also 
pledges to continue a public leadership role in promoting 
the benefits of hiring veterans and their spouses. Toward 
the goal of helping more veterans successfully transition to 
the civilian workforce, we will continue to increase public 
awareness around veteran hiring, encourage our peers 
to hire veterans and spouses, and educate the staffing 
industry and its customers about the benefits of hiring 
veterans.
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One Star Sponsors

Armed Forces Benefit Association (AFBA) 
Armed Forces Benefit Association (AFBA) offers various 
member benefits for active or retired military service 
member, first responder, government employee, Department 
of Defense contractor, or spouse or children of any of these 
groups. One benefit is life insurance provided through our 
carrier, 5 Star Life Insurance Company.

American Military University (AMU)
American Military University (AMU), founded in 1991 
by a Marine Corps officer, provides military personnel 
with portable, relevant, and affordable education. Given 
our commitment to affordability, we believe our service 
members should have the opportunity to advance their 
education without financial burden.

General Atomics
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. (GA-ASI) is a 
leading manufacturer of Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) 
systems, radars, and electro-optic and related mission 
systems solutions, including the Predator®/Gray Eagle 
aircraft series and the Lynx® Multi-mode Radar. Dedicated 
to developing transformational technologies that 
deliver paradigm changing results, GA-ASI provides long 
endurance, mission-capable aircraft with the integrated 
sensor and data link systems required to deliver persistent
situational awareness and rapid strike capabilities. The 
company is revolutionizing aviation by creating new RPA 
missions that reach beyond those of manned aircraft and 
continues to push the envelope with versatile, reliable, 
cost-effective, and combat-proven RPA and sensors.

JetCo
JetCo Solutions serves as an embedded government 
sales and marketing team for our clients. Clients receive 
ongoing support spanning the entire government sales 

One Star Sponsors
and marketing life cycle, including capture, research, bid 
search engines, bid/no-bid evaluation guidance, proposal 
management, GSA Schedule application submission, and 
post-submission support.

         

MAK Technologies
MAK is a global leader in modeling and simulation 
software that links, simulates, and visualizes virtual worlds 
in networked synthetic environments. A team built of 
subject matter experts across many domains – from 
engineering experts to military veterans – we help 
customers understand their specific modeling, simulation, 
and training challenges, and then provide the tools, the 
knowledge, and flexibility to bring their vision to life. 

         

MyHy
GIVE YOUR HEROES HYDRATION THAT SOARS. MyHy 
delivers prohydration for tactical athletes to combat 
fatigue and dehydration during intense training and 
critical situations.  MyHy is a liquid electrolyte drink mix 
formulated to restore exactly what you lose when you 
sweat. Our goal is to deliver an elite product, formerly 
only available to professional athletes, to real Heroes. 
MyHy hydrates better, is better for you, tastes great, and is 
easy to use wherever you are. 

USAA
Trusted by the military since 1922, USAA understands 
that military life never stops moving. Count on USAA 
for insurance, banking, investments, and so much more. 
Visit usaa.com/serving to see the exclusive benefits 
USAA offers military members to help you through the 
challenges you and your family will face.  
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Patriot Partners

       
ADS
ADS, Inc. began more than 20 years ago by outfitting 
Navy SEALS with quality dive equipment, and today we’re 
proud to manage 3,000 supplier partnerships and over 
50,000 products of military gear and tactical equipment.  
ADS offers various procurement channels to simplify the 
procurement process. Whether you have funding or need 
it, ADS is a prime on over 65 contracts, and has a proven 
track record to move your requirement forward.

AM General
AM General LLC is a diversified, privately owned company 
that designs, engineers, manufactures, supplies and 
supports high-quality specialized vehicles for military and 
commercial customers worldwide. Through its military 
business, the company is recognized as a world leader.

Auger Klein Aller Architects
Passion is the heart of architectural work and drives 
everything we do. AKA Architects strives to be recognized 
for its innovative and comprehensive design solutions. Most 
importantly, we have passion for the process and the journey.

BAE Systems
At BAE Systems, our advanced defense technology 
protects people and national security, and keeps critical 
information and infrastructure secure. We search for new 
ways to provide our customers with a competitive edge 
across the air, maritime, land and cyber domains.

Boeing
Digitally advanced, simply, and efficiently produced, 
and intelligently supported solutions for the modern 
warfighter.  From virtualizing and simulating requirements 

Patriot Partners
to digitally engineering and fine-tuning designs ahead of 
build and using data insights to solve maintenance issues 
before they arise, customers continue to rely on Boeing to 
stay ahead of rapidly evolving threats.

Central Michigan University
At CMU, doing is in our DNA. You’ll put what you learn 
into practice in one of our 200+ academic programs 
and turn your passion into a career. We take your 
professional goals personally.  300 top-flight undergraduate 
and graduate programs. 16 Division I team, 227 labs on 
campus. You may wonder what awaits you here, but the 
better question may be: What doesn’t?

Cocoon
Cocoon does business globally with all branches of the 
United States Department of Defense (DoD) and Foreign 
Military allies. We provide products and services that 
protect military assets from the elements and reduce 
corrosion for the purpose of increasing readiness, 
decreasing costs, and extending asset lifecycles.

Conflict Kinetics
Conflict Kinetics specializes in human performance 
optimization; in support of warfighters, agents and all 
those who protect and serve as they reach cognitive and 
physical mastery over their environment and weapon 
system.  We build trust and confidence and integrate 
within our respective military branches, federal agencies, 
and local law enforcement to ensure they are well-trained 
and well-prepared.
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Patriot Partners  

Darley Defense
With a full range of solutions directed toward special 
operational and tactical initiatives, Darley provides 
high-quality, safe, and innovative products, backed by an 
unsurpassed commitment to service. Carefully vetted 
vendor relationships ensure that consistently high levels of 
quality, innovation, and trust inform every experience with 
our products and our people.

Center for Collaboration and Synergy 

Office, Meeting and Event Space Leasing 

www.DC3S.com

DC3S
DC3S is a synergistic environment that promotes 
creativity and collaboration between businesses. Located 
in Sterling Heights, Michigan, DC3S is ideal for a new or 
existing business looking for office space in a collective 
environment. In addition to office space rentals, we 
offer several meeting rooms and a large event area. The 
beautiful campus and elegant furnishings provide your 
business with a professional and established presence.

Patriot Partners  

Detroit Police Department
Our job is to keep neighborhoods safe.  The Detroit Police 
Department and its 2,200 officers are responsible for 
policing Detroit’s 139 square miles. Through innovative 
crime fighting programs like Cease Fire, Project Green 
Light, and the new Real Time Crime Center, Detroit has 
seen sustained reductions in nearly every category of crime.

Diamond Game
Diamond Game designs, produces, and services games, 
gaming systems, and tickets for various North American 
Lotteries and alternative gaming markets.
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Patriot Partners  

DMVA
The DMVA synchronizes strategic, legislative, and fiscal 
initiatives to build and sustain military readiness, care, 
and advocate for veterans, and cultivate purposeful 
partnerships.

EANGUS
Safeguarding the Soldiers and Airmen of the National 
Guard, and their Families.  The Enlisted Association of the 
National Guard of the United States works to improve 
and protect the benefits of the men and women serving in 
the National Guard, and their families.

Patriot Partners  

Eye Safety Systems, Inc.
At ESS, our unyielding passion is to make the toughest 
eyewear in the world. Not because it’s our job, but 
because it’s our duty -- a duty inspired by those we serve: 
military personnel, first responders, and other everyday 
heroes. Those who rely on ESS can’t settle for less, so we 
can’t either. We provide go-to styling and superior fit, form, 
and function so our tough customers can stay safe and be 
brave: on or off duty, beyond risk and on to adventure.

FAAC Incorporated
Realistic training environments provide real experience. 
FAAC’s military simulation training solutions—from air 
combat and refueling, to tactical vehicle training, route 
clearance, and day-to-day operations—provide real-world 
experiences, honing soldiers’ skills and judgment before 
they go anywhere near the field of operations.

EDUCATING THE 
MILITARY IS OUR #1 MISSION.

American Military University is part of American Public University System, which is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (hlcommission.org) and certified to operate by SCHEV. American Military University is not affiliated with the U.S. military. For 
more about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who complete a program, and other important information, visit www.apus.edu/disclosure.

* Based on FY 2019 Department of Defense tuition assistance and Veterans Administration student enrollment data, as reported by Military Times, 2020

Founded by a retired servicemember, American Military University is proud to be the #1 
provider of higher education to the U.S. military and veterans,* offering respected online 
degrees and certificates.

Learn from the Leader, Visit AMUonline.com
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Patriot Partners  

Fisher House Michigan
Fisher House Michigan is a not-for-profit organization 
formed to improve the quality of life of our military 
members, retirees, Veterans, and their families and 
caregivers.  The Organization supports the construction 
and operations of comfort homes built near VA Medical 
Centers in Michigan, called “Zachary and Elizabeth M. 
Fisher Houses.” The Organization works to inform the 
Veteran community, their families, and the public about 
Fisher Houses, and provides necessary support to Fisher 
House operations as needed. Fisher House Michigan 
presently supports operations at the Fisher House at 
VAAAHS in Ann Arbor and is raising capital and program 
funds for the future house at the John D. Dingell VA 
Medical Center in Detroit.

Forts USA
Whether it’s a disaster relief command post, military 
barracks or a VIP suite for an outdoor event, FORTS 
fold-out shelters are far and away the superior choice. 
FORTS shelters feature innovative folding technology that 
compresses the shelters to one sixth of their expanded 
volume, enabling easy transportation and storage - for 
rapid deployment by land, by sea or by air.

Freedom River
Freedom River is a space specifically for veterans, their 
families and active military to relax, reinvigorate, spend 
time with family or gather together. Our idea is simple: 
Deliver a place for veterans and their families to relax, 
recover and rejuvenate in Michigan’s beautiful outdoors.

Patriot Partners 

Galvion
At Galvion, we are passionately committed to providing 
leading-edge solutions and equipment that enhance the 
overall agility and survivability of the modern warfighter 
and tactical operator.  We design, develop, and deliver 
protective armor and head systems, as well as innovative 
power supply and management solutions for military 
and tactical operators worldwide. We invest in the 
development of advanced concepts, integrated systems 
that will be critical to meet the challenges of tomorrow 
and beyond.

GlobeTech
Globe Tech, LLC, is a Woman-Owned Small Business, that 
provides stamped and fabricated products, prototypes, 
tools, gages, and designs, as well as worldwide program 
management and procurement.  We are known for our 
expertise in early analysis and up-front development and 
engineering, which saves our customers time and money. 
We have a strong history of working with Joint Light 
Tactical Vehicles (JLTV) and High Mobility Multipurpose 
Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV). Our team is currently in 
production of Explosive Hazard Pre-detonation (EHP) 
Rollers for Army Contracting Command.

Guardian Angels
Guardian Angels Medical Service Dog work through their 
incredible dogs to make a difference in the lives of those 
struggling with a variety of disorders including PTSD, Traumatic 
Brain Injury, Seizure Disorders, Mobility Issues and more.
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Patriot Partners  

Habitat for Humanity Detroit
Habitat for Humanity Detroit’s mission has a hyper-
local focus with a world vision which engages donors, 
homeowners, neighbors, and volunteers working together 
to build better living environments. Keeping up with costly 
but necessary home repairs isn’t always an option. In 
many cases, people with limited resources are also faced 
with added challenges related to age and health concerns. 
Our Critical Home Repair program is there to help low-
income homeowners and military veterans with their 
most urgent repair issues, with the goal of making homes 
safe and energy efficient. 

Helmets 2 Hardhats
Helmets to Hardhats’ (H2H) mission is to help transition 
our military heroes into successful civilian careers in 
the building trades.  H2H was created by the Center 
for Military Recruitment, Assessment and Veterans 
Employment. H2H is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit joint labor-
management driven entity that connects transitioning 
active-duty military service members, veterans, National 
Guard and Reservists with skilled training and quality 
career opportunities in the construction industry.

Patriot Partners  

Leonardo Electronics
Leonardo Electronics US Inc. is a subsidiary of Leonardo. 
We enable next-generation technologies in defense, 
security, medical, and industrial segments. Our US-based 
research and development and service provides nimble 
product development, program support, and vertically 
integrated production of laser and electronic components 
and systems.

Mack Defense
MSVS SMP Military-Grade: Efficient Performance Meets 
Military Readiness.  The Mack Defense family of militarized 
rigid trucks and tractors is based on commercial vehicles 
which are adapted to the specific needs of armed forces. 
They can be suited for logistic missions and are able to 
be modified for tactical missions with improved off-road 
capacity and air transportability.

CROSSBLADE™ LENSES
Distortion-free Optical Precision

ESS ClearZoneTM FlowCoat 
Anti-fog & Anti-scratch Lens Coatings

TRI-TECH™ FIT
Universal Fit Frame & Thinner

Temple Arms to Eliminate 
Pressure Points

MODULAR™ FIT
Crossblade can be equipped 
with Standard or NARO Lens 
& Nosepiece Configurations 

CrossBladeTM Eyeshield APEL Unit Issue Kit
Model #: EE9032-12 
U.S. NSN #: 4240-01-678-7124
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Patriot Partners  

Michigan National Guard Family Programs
The Michigan National Guard Family Programs Office 
provides support and care for service members and 
families of the Michigan National Guard while enhancing 
the readiness and wellbeing of their military families 
through information, education, programs, and resources.

Military One Source
Military OneSource is your 24/7 connection to 
information, answers, and support to help you reach your 
goals, overcome challenges, and thrive. As a member of 
our military family, you are eligible to use this Department 
of Defense-funded program anytime, anywhere. Turn to 
Military OneSource for tax services, spouse employment 
help, webinars and online training, relocation, and 
deployment tools, and much more.

MulePAC
MulePAC is the ultimate solution for transporting and 
storing all classes of military supplies to, from and within 
theater all the way to the last tactical mile. Made of rugged 
and nearly indestructible plastic, MulePAC is a portable 
all-mode container built to withstand even the toughest 
military environments. The MulePAC system of logistical 
building blocks has been significantly tested and proven 
for all modes of military transportation and all classes of 
military supplies.

Patriot Partners  

MVAA
The agency works to identify and break down barrier’s 
veterans face in employment, education, health care 
and quality of life, making Michigan a great place for 
veterans and their families to call home. Unlike the federal 
Department of Veterans Affairs, which provides health care, 
educational, compensation and pension benefits, and more, 
the MVAA assists veterans and their families by connecting 
them to their federal resources and benefits, as well as 
those state benefits they have earned. The agency does this 
by working with various state departments and agencies, as 
well as hundreds of community-based veteran programs to 
create a no-wrong-door access to benefits and services.

National University
At National University, applications are reviewed year-
round, so you can begin your National Guard Education 
when it’s convenient for you. Whether you enroll 
online or on location, we understand your experience 
as a member of the National Guard has provided you 
with valuable training. Now further your U.S. National 
Guard education with our 75-plus degree programs and 
certification offerings. Whether you are working towards 
an associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral degree, we 
have something for everyone.

NGAUS
A full strategic partner with our state associations 
and congressional delegations enabling effective 
communication of our message to continuously improve 
our relevance, readiness, modernization, and quality of life, 
while promoting our rich militia heritage as the nation’s 
first military organization.
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Patriot Partners  

Northrop Grumman
Northrop Grumman solves the toughest problems in 
space, aeronautics, defense, and cyberspace to meet the 
ever-evolving needs of our customers worldwide. Our 
97,000 employees are Defining Possible every day using 
science, technology, and engineering to create and deliver 
advanced systems, products, and services.

Owen Financial
Owens Financial Group Assisting with: TSP Rollovers, 
401k Rollovers, ROTH IRAs, Traditional IRAs, Retirement 
Income Planning, Mutual Funds, Annuities, Life Insurance, 
Disability Insurance.

Patriot Support Program by 
United Health Services (UHS)
Taking Action to Support Our Military Veterans.  Universal 
Health Services, Inc. has a longstanding commitment 
to the military, including active-duty service members, 
veterans, and their families. Indeed, our mission is your 
success. We live that mission.  The Patriot Support 
Program, established by UHS in 2001, was born out of a 
great need: to support the U.S. Department of Defense 
and Veterans Administration (VA) in providing much 
needed behavioral health services for military, veterans, 
and their families.

Purdue Global University
Purdue Global understands that adult learners approach 
learning differently than traditional college-aged students. 
That’s why we’re proud to deliver a fully personalized, 
world-class education online that’s tailored for working 
adults. Find out all there is to know about Purdue Global, 
our programs, and our unique advantages.

Patriot Partners  

Riveer Environmental
Military, Commercial and Private Aviation Rinse Systems.  
Founded in 1983, Riveer started out in equipment sales to 
the federal government, specifically industrial and military 
grade pressure washers, parts cleaners, custom wash 
equipment and complex wash systems.

RnR Promotions
We are a full-service advertising specialties company 
offering a wide range of promotional items to promote 
your company. We help you find a cost-effective way 
to market and promote your business with custom 
promotional items that speak to your customers and 
clients. With the number of companies, we work with the 
possibilities are only limited by your imagination.

Robertson Fuel Systems
We save lives and we’re proud our fuel systems make that 
possible. Robertson Fuel Systems prevents post-incident 
fires in aircraft and ground vehicles. Since 1976, our 
mission and legacy are to ensure the safety of those who 
protect us and to provide survivable fuel solutions on the 
ground and in the air.

Rocket Mortgage
Rocket Mortgage is America’s largest mortgage lender, 
helping millions achieve the dream of home ownership. 
We’ve revolutionized the industry with the world’s very 
first online mortgage experience.  The mission behind 
Rocket Mortgage is clear: Make the complicated home 
financing process simpler - using innovative technology 
and amazing team members.
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Patriot Partners  

Stronger Warrior Foundation
Keep active, retired, and the families of United States 
service members strong financially, mentally, and physically.  
Through service, honor, and strength the Stronger Warrior 
Foundation will provide for those who have served for 
the United States of America. Our sole goal is to keep our 
nation’s service members, past and present, strong.

VFW Homes
Born from the belief that America needs to care for the 
children and families of men and women who sacrificed 
for our country, the VFW National Home for Children 
is a place of healing, support, and refuge.  It was founded 
in 1925 as a place where the families left behind by war 
could remain together, keeping the family circle intact even 
when their servicemember didn’t come home.  Today’s 
families face different challenges—reintegration, post-
traumatic stress, high unemployment, and rehabilitation 
from battlefield injuries, among others—and the National 
Home has evolved over our decades-long history to meet 
those changing needs.

Patriot Partners  

Western Governors University
Here at WGU, we recognize and honor the sacrifice and 
dedication it takes to serve our country. That’s why we 
work hard to make educational opportunities available to 
active-duty service members, veterans, and their families. 
Being in the military is demanding—it involves moving 
often, unique schedules, and hard work. By providing an 
online university that is flexible and affordable, we help 
more military students, and their families achieve their 
goals of higher education.
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Congressional Cycle
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Since 1956, the National Guard Association of Michigan (NGAM) has been the 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION and committed advocate for the Soldiers, 
Airmen, families, and partners of the Michigan National Guard.  We represent one of 
the greatest populations in America, the CITIZEN-SOLDIER AND AIRMEN.

NGAM works to promote the growth and development of the National Guard 
community by providing a collective voice at both the state and national level.  As a 

volunteer based, non-profit (501(c) 19), and non-partisan organization, we are charged with the ADVOCACY of member’s 
interest to state and federal legislators, as well as Department of Defense policy makers.

To represent our members, NGAM is organized around an executive board, an executive director, representatives       
from Michigan Guard units across the state, and committees organized to conduct business for the association. NGAM 
supports the MICHIGAN NATIONAL GUARD, and the entire military community, through relationships that solicit 
support, change, and impact for our Soldiers, Airmen, and families.

NGAM is a national leader in representing professionals that serve this country in and out of a military uniform.

Mission 
The National Guard Association of Michigan advances the interests of the Michigan National Guard by advocating on 
behalf of its service members, veterans, and their families while connecting them to benefits and the community.

Vision
To provide the best representation and benefits in the nation to NGAM members, the Michigan National Guard, Veterans, 
and their families.

Board of Directors



National Guard Association Of Michigan                  Annual State Conference

27 | www.ngam.org

Membership

Any active or former member of the Michigan National Guard may apply for membership in NGAM by completing an 
application and paying appropriate membership dues (per the NGAM Bylaws).

Annual Active Membership Dues
Dues for active members vary according to rank. Visit our website for a complete explanation of the dues schedule. Membership in 
NGAM includes NGAUS and AUSA for all officers and EANGUS and AUSA for all enlisted members.

NGAM Life Membership
Active or retired members may become life members upon payment of appropriate dues. Life membership in NGAM 
includes either EANGUS or NGAUS and AUSA. Both are now being offered at a discounted rate, $440 for a lifetime officer 
membership and $120 for a lifetime enlisted membership.  Both of these can be paid over 4 years, if needed.

Become a Member Today!

Proud to design the 
onsite program for 
the NGAM Annual 

Conference!

Graphic Design  |  Logos
Websites

Lisa Hoffer
517.303.5407 | lhoffer@mycsdesign.com

www.mycsdesign.com
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1st  18 Sep ’57  Lansing
2nd  20 Sep ’58  Flint
3rd   20 Jun ’59  Detroit
4th  30 Apr ’60  Grand Rapids
5th  29 Apr’ 61  Battle Creek
6th  28 Apr ’62  Flint
7th  20 Apr’ 63  Flint
8th  18 Apr ’64  Detroit
9th  1 May ’65  Lansing
10th  30 Apr ’66  Wyoming
11th  22 Apr ’67  Flint
12th  11 May ’68  Detroit
13th  17 May ’69  Jackson
14th  25 Apr ’70  Detroit
15th  1 May ’71  Wyoming
16th  20 May ’72  Flint
17th  19 May ’73  Traverse City
18th  4 May ’74  Lansing
19th  26 Apr ’75  Southfield
20th  5 Jun ’76  Mackinac Island
21st  23 Apr ’77  Dearborn
22nd  3 Jun ’78  Kalamazoo

23rd  2 Jun ’79  Mackinac Island
24th  17 May ’80  Detroit
25th  6 Jun ’81  Boyne Falls
26th  17 Apr ’82  Grand Rapids
27th  11 Jun ’83  Mackinac Island
28th  7 Apr ’84  Flint
29th  13 Apr ‘ 85  Detroit
30th  19 Apr ’86  Grand Rapids
31st  9 May ’87  Traverse City
32nd  13 May ’88  Boyne Highland
33rd  21 Apr ’89  Dearborn 
34th  8 Jun ’90  Mackinac Island
35th  10 May ’91  Boyne Highland
36th  29 May ’92  Sugarloaf Resort
37th  21 May ’93  Dearborn
38th  29 Jul ’94  Marquette
39th  12 May ’95  Sugarloaf Resort
40th  17 May ’96  Battle Creek
41st  6 Jun ’97  Mackinac Island
42nd  15 May ’98  Midland
43rd   14 May ’99  Grand Rapids
44th  13 May ’00  Shanty Creek

45th  12 May ’01  Mackinac Island
46th   18 May ’02  Port Huron
47th  17 May ’03  Kalamazoo
48th  15 May ’04  Grand Rapids
49th  20 May ’05  Gaylord
50th  11 June ’06  Gaylord
51st  10 June ’07  Mackinac Island
52nd  17 May ’08  Thompsonville
53rd  16 May ’09  Thompsonville
54th  14 May ’10  Ypsilanti
55th  30 Apr’ 11  Grand Rapids
56th  11 May ’12  Ypsilanti
57th  6   Apr ’13  Lansing
58th  31 May ’14  Mackinac Island
59th  20 June ’15  Grand Rapids
60th 18 June ’16 Dearborn
61st 13 May ’17 Mackinac Island
62nd xx May ’18 Mackinac Island
63rd xx May ’19 Mackinac Island
64th xx May ’21 Grand Rapids
65th xx May ’22 Detroit

Curtis L. Devendorf ...........Acting – 57
Howard H. Arbury  ....................... 57-58
Leonard C. Ward  .......................... 58-59
Curtis L. Devendorf  ..................... 59-60
Joseph J. Ritzenhein  ...................... 60-61
Joseph W. Boardman  .................... 61-63
Stanley L. Vihtelic  .......................... 63-65
Russell Hagerman  ........................ 65-66
Floyd W. Radike  ............................ 66-67
Howard M. Dryden  ..................... 67-88
Howard W. Baker  ......................... 68-69
Robert D. Yost  ............................... 69-70
Milo C. Thompson  ....................... 70-71
Nathaniel Wicks  ........................... 71-72
John C. Stabler  .............................. 72-73
Raymond J. Even  ........................... 73-74
Versel Case, Jr.  ............................... 74-75
Charles B. Cates  ........................... 75-76
Arthur J. Ueberroth  ..................... 76-77

Rudolph D. Bartholemew  ........... 77-78
Leroy R. Bartman  ......................... 78-79
Vernon J. Andrews  ........................ 79-80
Donald E. Bugg  .............................. 80-81
Arthur P. Tesner  ............................ 81-82
Richard D. Demara  ...................... 82-83
Glen R. Chapin  .............................. 83-84
David T. Arendts  ............................ 84-85
Robert V. Taylor  ............................. 85-86
Pauline M. Bergeron  .................... 86-87
Lawrence A. Millben  ..................... 87-88
Gary J. Tellier  ................................. 88-89
Joseph J. Gabelsberger  ................ 89-90
Bruce Holcomb  ............................ 90-91
Owen Moon  .................................. 91-92
Ron Chapin  ................................... 92-93
Michael Thompson  ....................... 93-94
James Pierce  .................................. 94-95
John Kendall  .................................. 95-96

Tom Edmonds  ............................... 96-97
Jim Bedard  ..................................... 97-98
Brian Loftus  ................................... 98-99
James Nichols  ............................... 99-00
Burt Francisco  .............................. 00-01
Ray Kenny  ...................................... 01-02
Joe Layton  ...................................... 02-03
Tom Hetchler  ................................ 03-04
Richard Wright  ............................. 04-06
Charles Halt  .................................. 06-08
David Weigel  ................................. 08-10
Michael Dalton  ............................. 10-12
Brian Davis  .................................... 12-13
Scott Doolittle  .............................. 13-14
Jeff Connell  .................................... 15
James “Andrew” Roberts ............ 16-17
Scott Meyers .................................. 18-19
Amie Kemppainen ......................... 20-21
Simon Brackett .............................. 22-23

Presidents of the Association

Past Conferences





Since 1947, Armed Forces Benefit Association (AFBA) has stood by our country’s armed forces in war and peace 
providing survivor benefits to families who have lost loved ones in every major military conflict from Korea through 
present day.  With coverage underwritten by 5Star Life Insurance Company, AFBA is the largest SSLI provider to 
the National Guard protecting more than 200,000 Guard members with $14.3 billion of coverage in force and has 
paid over $143 million in claims to National Guard families.

Highlights of the SSLI program include:
▪   $1,000 survivor benefit at no cost to you paid for by the National Guard Association of Michigan (NGAM).
▪   No combat, terrorism, or geographical exclusions.  No added premium for flight status.
▪   Emergency death benefit payment mailed within 24 hours of notification (subject to contestability).
▪   Keep the coverage after retirement or separation at group rates.
▪   Additional coverage available for you and your spouse.

Non-insurance benefit:
▪    Survivor college scholarship up to $40,000 per household for families of those who make the ultimate sacrifice  
 serving our country as a result of combat actions, foreign or domestic terrorism.*

Contact NGAM to learn more or enroll, today!
www.ngam.org/insurance 

Michigan National Guard photo by Terry Atwell

* Conditions apply. Please contact NGAM or AFBA for more information.
Survivor benefits provided  through NGAM and AFBA are underwritten by 5Star Life Insurance Company (a Lincoln, Nebraska company), with an administrative office at: 
909 N. Washington Street, Alexandria,VA 22314. Member death benefits not available in all states and U.S. Territories.   Policy:  MAT Pol.  
NGAMArticle R0422                    5/23

State Sponsored Life Insurance (SSLI) program 

AFBA proudly supports NGAM, 
its members, and their families.


